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REGIONAL PARffg
J~ 6, 1997

C~D BAY-D~LTA PROG~ ’~ ........~
1416 Nimh S~eet, Suite 11 ~5
Sac~ento, CA 95814

Dear Mr, Snow:

Thank you for the opportunity to comm~m on the "Implememation Objectives and Targets" for
the CalFED Bay-Delta Ecosystem P.estoration Program Plain. The Ea~ Bay Regional Park
District is a Special District serving Alameda ar, d Contra Costa counties witk shoreline parks and
trails extending from the southern border of Alameda Courtly a!ong San Francisco Bay,
throughout San Pablo Bay and Suisun BM and along the S~cramento and San JoaqLliI1 della in
eastern Contra Costa County. Within this District, there are t 56 miles of bay shoreline and 34
miles ofDdta lov~es.

Over the years, our agency has developed a commitmem to acquire, preserve and enhance open
space and unique upland and wetland properties along the shoreline of our two county jurisdiction
and to provide the public the oppommity to recreate and appreciate the value of these unique
resource areas. The District manages sLx public fishing piers, including the Eckley Pier currently
under construction in the Carquinez Strait. In addition, through a program 0fbalanc.,od habitat
protection and int~pretxttion (for all ages) we are creating a strong sense of stewardship and
support for additional park and trail acquisitions in the future in these highly sensitive and
threatened are.as.

East Bay Re#anal Park District has actively worked on joint mamgemem and stewardship issues
with all of the water agencies in the East Bay, which includes Alameda County Water DisMct,
Contra Costa Water Distri.ct, East Bay Municipal Utilky District and the San Francisco Water
Department, a substantial land owner in Alameda County. The District has also developed long
tcrrn mantt~;cment partnerships with the Stat,’s Departments of Water Resources and Parks &
Recrc~tion.
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The Cal~ED Bay Delta Ecosystem Restoration Prog~a~u pt~sems ~ome unique opponu~ties
the oration of ~operative ventures md pmnerships to ~nher ~e overS1 go~s of~han~g the
Bay-D0}~ ¢¢o~ste~ ~pro~g ~ter q~liU ~d s~ula~g and re-establis~g ~hefies that
have been deeded over ~h~ la~ 50-100 y~s. Our Digt~c¢ has made a number o£indi~duM
cooperative efforts toward that go~ by ~thg addi6onal w¢tland habitat at Ha~d Shoreline
Park ~d Oro Lo~ ~sh ~d haw a~uimd ~eat~vd h~imt a~ ~ hhe D~I~ such aS the
984 a~¢s now ~der our ~ntrol in the Big Br~k area ~ O~1%’. We ~e also wor~ng
cooperatively ~th a numb~ of other ~endes ~ re-establish s~on ~d stipend runs
CrY, Wildcat Crvek and ~a Creek md to r~,~ra ]mpo~an~ habitat to ~u~tee

Su~ss of that effo~. ~e oppo~ty to create additional cooperative ventures ~ the CaI.~D
pro~ would ~ow both our a~env~ to ~rfl~e~’ ~ay ~ommon ~o~s.

B~se of the div~ issues md oppo~ties associated wi~h the Bay-Dd~ Restoration
P~ a t~ ofDistfi~ st~ repr~nHn~ W~d~e Biolo~, fineries B{olo~, Intefpf~ton,
Lind Ac~i~ilioK Re~onal Tra~s, Pl~ D~i~ Operations, Finance md P~ki~ads had ~he
oppo~ty to discuss ~d r~iew tim Implvmcn~fion Objectives ~d T~gBts document ~d the
~llo~ng co~ts ~d ~bject ~s were consider~ ~ponm~ co~iderations for your review
in estab~s~g a fin~ ~on for fl~¢

¯ Funding sourc~ to m~inmin approved eapi~l projecB should be ident~ed.
Mthough Proposition 204 £u~d~ amy be used m build ~’~ous restora~on pro~ects, ~e
~ ~nd~g festoons in operations and m~ntenm~ once the proje~ is completed.
R~bl¢, long-te~ scurfs of ~nd~g should be identified to ~sure that restoration
p~e~ w{ll chnfinue to he suc~I t~ough a ~ro~am o~onBoin~ m~tcn~c~
op~tio~.

~ub]i¢ education should be a criti~l ~mponent of ~e Ecosystam
Program. C~D should seek to pro~de a diverse ~ray of innovative ~blic pro~ams,
to ]me~ret. the Bay-Delta Ecosygem Regtorat]on Pro~am, wa~ convc)-m¢~ and th$
~olo~ of~e D~Im ~ geneS, it should oo~u~cate to the pubic its vision of what
h~provemvat~ h~ ~sy~em heath it s~ks ~o ac~eve and should ~ist this �ffo~ by
provid~g ¢du¢afion~ mat~al mp~g deka hv&ology, ~Id~¢ ~bitat md
mm~emem. A u~que oppo~dty to accomp~sh t~s effort would ~ to join the
con~o~.ium o~agende~ md educafio~ in~i~tio~ ~B~D, CC~, ~on
S~t~, Los Medmos College, C~ S~t~ U~v~U, Lib~y U~on Schoo!
Audubon S~vi~ty) ~Bady ~t~ tO ~b~s~g a "Del~ Scmnc¢ C~ter on prope~y
berg do~ted by the Iron House Sadhu District ~n Cagey adjacent to the Big Bre~
~ea of the Delta.

The San Francisco Bay should be recognized as an additional ecological zon~
Limiting the scope of~he program to incorporate only San Pablo Bay and to not include
¯ e San Francisco Bay diminishes the value ofth~ total program, Species diver.~i~’ exists
throughout the entire bay and vital habitat areas, circulation and water quality isstms and
watershed discharge h~ the ~outhern half o£the bay a.ro just as critical to d~e heaRh �~f the
entire bay ecosystem as areas to the north. Extensive mudflat areas and marsh land are

D~0~3 o 1 2
D-023012



._.~JON-07-97 TUE I0:45    EBRPD GENERAL MANAGER     FAX NO. 5105691417 P. 04

host to many of the organisms vital to the hcalth of many sports fi~.~heries and fish species
in general. Restoration and re-establishment of mai’shland sites is ~ critical component to
the filtering oftoxics and habitat creation or’numerous threatened and endangered
vertebrates,

E~uloglcal ~oues should al~o be r~o~nL~©d for the unique s~eam restoration
proj~ in the E~t Bay. ~ addition to habitat re,oration effo~s cu~ently under s~dy
on a n~b~ of the ~jor dr~s that f~d into Sm Francisco Bay, San Pablo Bay
Sui~n Bay, oth~ oppo~ti~s ~ound ~o improv~ ~a~ion access ~h~r ups~m of a
numb~ of these ~po~ streams. The fo~o~g ~e some excelien~ ~xamples of
p~oj~ts fl~at would ~id~an~ ~mouid fi~h~## ~ the Bey-D~I~ re,on.

Wild~¢ Creek ~ 1983, nativ~ rainbow trout wer~ ~a~pl~ted ~om S~ L~ndro
Creek to s~ pla~s ~ the uDper W~Idczt Cr~k watershe& with the lon~-range goal of
r~-~smb~s~g a ~abl~ ~ee[head ran. However, sewr~ ba~rs ~minue to prevent
flora oc~frhlg. ~ fll~ lower ~nd of this Cree~ C~I~ Costa ~ood Control, in
~njunc~on wi~h ~v~ sr~e md f~eral agenci~, has ~prov~ ~adfomous fish
~to ~hc h~ad~v~s.

Walnut Creek. In 1993, EBRPD, Contra Costa County Flood Control District and
several othef pubI]~ agencies completed "The Walnut Cred~ Channel Rccrcat£on &
P-,~egetat{on Plan". This join~ study idemRied several des~g-n alternatives that will prozec’~
and enhance the runs of native salmon and stee!head, create additional w~,tdlife habitat and
enhance the.. ae.sthm,~c, eharact.ar r~fthi.~ river corridor. Bypassing drop structures with fish
ladders or re-introducing fish into a bypass stream adjacent to WaIn~ Creek could add
over a mile ofn~w ~p~wnh~g ~ ~md h~crease fl~e success oftk~ fisl~ry h~ d~ urban ar~a.
This creek empties ~nto Pt. F_xi~th WildIL~’e
the Navy.

Marsh Creek. Habitat r~stor~tion and herder r~moval could increase fishery migration in
uhis major drainage into ~he Big Break D~ta
concentrations ofmercur~ in this riparian corridor.

Alameda Creek Alameda Creek is ihe major dr~dnage o£the Court .ty into the bay a~.d
even now efforts are underway to r~.establish sa|monid migration opportunities imo this
still mostly undisturbed drainage m’ea. This s~ream has many miles of undisturbed na~und
riparian area just upstream of flood control structures, f~ffons to bypass these struc~res
could r~-hxtroduce a major saImonid migration into Niles Canyon and the Sunol Valley,
adding over 15 miles of new breedLng territory.

The Cd.r~D Bay-Delta Ecosystem Restoration Pro~."n is a two-fold effort, water conveyance
and ~cosystem health and vitality. The public made rigs program a strong mandate and fl~ere are
high e.xpectatlon~ of success. Th~ public’s education, involvement arul access to the aquatic
landscap~ of the Bay Delta is and has always been a driving forc~ in thdr support of water quality,
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spor~ ~hLng and boa~ng opportunities and nature obs~ation. ~ P~ D~tH~ h~ owr 60
ye~s of~en~ wo~8 ~ t~ pubic to protect md e~ce ~l~f~ h~bitat ~s and
pro~de a~ss ~o op~ ~pace md s~oreEae experiences. We took tb~d to wo~ng veu
closely in p~e~Np ~h ~I the agencies represe~t~ ~n C~FED md identi~Sng md pursuing
proj~ts that will lend success to the pro~.

G~’al Manager
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